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It is not surprising that it is difficult to say what it is when it is difficult to say even what
being is or what form is, although there knowledge has some sort of approach through the
forms. As the soul advances towards the formless, unable to grasp what is without contour
or to receive the imprint of reality so diffuse, it fears it will encounter nothingness, and it
slips away. Its state is distressing. It seeks solace in retreéting down to the sense realm,
there to rest as upon a sure and firm-set earth, just as the eye, wearied with looking at
small objects, gladly turns to large ones. But when the soul seeks to know in its own way
—by coalescence and unification—it is prevented by that very unification from
recognizing it has found The One, for it is unable to distinguish knower and known.

Nevertheless, a philosophical study of The One must follow this course.
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