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The aim of the project is to figure out the propagation skill of native
Camellia plants. Meanwhile, seedlings of native Camellia plants are
propagated to meet the need on conservation germplasm garden. All 12
species were tested for cutting. The result showed the akadama soil was
the best substance. Most species got the highest viability of shoots and
shortest mean rooting weeks in summer, . However, the the rooting time
was too scattered. It needed to be improved in the future. Seeds from 10
species, excluding C. kissi and C. transarisanensis, were tested for seed
germination. The mature seeds showed a high rate of germination (most
over 70%). This suggested the ability of seed germination might not be
the reasons of rarity of native Camellia plants. Camellia seeds were
classified as recalcitrant. However, adequate storage (about 3 ~ 6
months) could improve germination uniformity and decreased mean
germination weeks. Five oil camellia species, 1.e. C. japonica, C.
tenuiflora, C. brevistyla, C. hengchunensis and C. kissi, were planted in
four geographic sites. Results showed the eastern region was the best
place for the growth of C. japonica, C. tenuiflora, C. brevistyla and C.
kissi. The northern region was suitable for planting C. japonica, C.
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hengchunensis and C. kissi. Tested plants showed worst responses in
central and southern regions. This suggested a prior acclimatization was
necessary. Investigation of pests showed moths, stinkbugs and aphids were
common insects for Camellia plants. However, those pests just only showed
a slightly affect without using pesticides. This suggested a high rate of
chance that oil camellia plants could be planted using an organic way. In
this year, total 2000 seedlings were propagated for the Forest Bureau. We
suggested the construction of the camellia garden, for conserving
camellia germplasm by a systematic way.
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