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Abstract

The superior people, i.e. Han people, has been dominating in Taiwan where the
minority groups, i.e. the indigenous people, live a sacrificing and devoting life.
And because of such reasons as assimilation of races, inter-race marriage and
construction of self-consciousness, the new generation of the indigenous youth lives
in a world with issue of self-identity. Most of them are brave to hold themselves
out as indigenous people. On the other hand, they occasionally doubt their own
ability to identify the race. How do Taiwan indigenous youth identify themselves
(and their own race) on earth when the new century is coming? How others (or
other race) identify them? How do the indigenous youth belonging to different races
identify each other? Where is the race they construct? How do they feel about
their original town? Do they think mountain tribe, city tribe or enclave is their
original town? All of these questions are worth our full attention and concern. The
study explores these questions by contacting the indigenous youth to get first-hand
information. In addition, the study is conducted by means of quantification of
questionnaires and deep interviews which contain around 2,000 pieces of
information so as to find the truth.

The study finds that the indigenous youth have quite complicated and special
ethnic identity in the world resulting from the following reasons: inter-race marriage
of their parents and grandparents, the government policy on the indigenous, the
pursuit of study outside of their tribes and the change of living environment. In
addition, more and more indigenous youth leave their original towns. The study
discovers that forty-seven (47) percent of the indigenous youth currently are living
in non-indigenous cities. Some move to the cities with their parents. Some move
out of their original towns for study. Some grow up in the cities. Though the
reasons for which the indigenous youth live in the cities differ, they all face
identical difficulties. Where are their tribal people? What is the original town?
They fall short of interaction with their tribal people, lose the feeling about the
original town and cannot hear familiar mother tongue. Therefore, it is an
indisputable fact that the indigenous youth who live in the city are bad at listening
and speaking of their mother tongue. They, on one hand, wish to return to their
original towns but, on the other hand, they are afraid of going back. More and



more indigenous people (tribes) keep moving out of their original towns. The
matter that puts them together and supports each other is their belief. Through the
power of the Christ and God, the indigenous youth, no matter they live in the
original towns or cities, all find their spiritual solace, the power of tribal existence
and future direction in the church.

The study looks into indigenous youth of different tribes on a pro rata basis
determined by the percentage of the population of each tribe. The result of our
survey varies greatly depending on each tribe. Amis tribe, Atayal tribe, Paiwan
tribe and Bunun tribe represent seventy-five (75) percent of the population. In
contrast, Yami tribe, Thao tribe, Saisiat tribe, Puyuma tribe, Kavalan tribe, Tsou
tribe, Rukai tribe and Truku tribe are minority tribes of the minority tribes. For
indigenous youth in these minority tribes, they are faced with more urgent issues
because they frequently have a dance belonging to other tribes and learn language
belonging to other tribes. Even they can learn the language belonging to their own
tribe, the questions exist. Where is their own tribe? Who is speaking language
belonging to their own tribe? Where are the people who speak the language
belonging to their own tribe? There is a great deal of questions needed to be
explained. The new generation of the Taiwan indigenous people can no longer
wait because there are less and less real original tribes, fewer and fewer people can
speak their tribal language and people who understand the tribal culture are dying.
Moreover, the new generation of the indigenous youth is changing their identity
from time to time and recognizing the tribal identity advantageous to themselves by
reason of inter-race marriage, government policy and living environment. The
study wishes to collection more samples in the future, especially those of the
minority tribes, and conducts more profound survey and interview. Additionally, |
will continue the survey and keep track of those interviewed indigenous youth. In
so doing, | will personally verify how the next generation of the indigenous
establishes their self-identity and keeps sustainable development under the
recognition of other tribes as time goes by.

Keywords: Ethnicity, Identity, Place, Taiwan Indigenous Youths.



