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Abstract:

The purpose of this dissertation is aimed at exploring the decision-making process of U.S.
policy toward Taiwan before and after the Korean War. The research starts from June 1950 to
October 1950. Theory-confirming and hypothesis-generating case studies as well as comparative
method are applied in this dissertation.

Theoretically, Graham Allison’s three conceptual models, namely, the Rational Actor Model,
Organizational Behavior Model and Governmental Politics Models, together with the international
system theory, are applied to explore the decision-making process of US Taiwan Strait Neutralization
policy to find whether the decision was made in Washington’s interest.

From the perspective of Rational Actor Model, U.S. Taiwan Strait neutralization policy was
made in the national interest of the United States. The Seventh Fleet was dispatched to the Taiwan
Strait not only to prevent either side from attacking the other, but also to keep the Soviet Union from
joining the Korean War.

According to the Organization Actor Model, the State Department’s prominent capability of
tackling the overseas crises easily earned Truman’s trust. The US Taiwan Strait neutralization policy
based on President Truman’s June 27 statement indicated that “the determination of the future status
of Formosa must await the restoration of security in the Pacific, a peace settlement with Japan, or
consideration by the United Nations.” A peace settlement between Taiwan and Japan, which was
originally not among the State Department recommendations, was added at Truman’s request in the
decision-making process.

From the perspective of Governmental Politics Model, the outbreak of the Korean War urged
State Secretary Acheson, who previously spoke in advocacy of “hands off” policy, to change his
mind by proposing the policy option of Taiwan Strait neutralization as well as economic and
military assistance to Formosa. His proposal eventually obtained Truman’s approval.

Therefore, this author argues that the decision of U.S. Taiwan Strait neutralization shifting
from a passive “hands off” policy into an active one of interfering with Taiwan Strait affairs was
made in the national interest of the United States.



