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Abstract

My thesis aims to examne Henry Fielding’s originality and moralism in Tom

Jones. As the precursor of the eighteenth-century English novel, Henry Fielding has a

creativity that is undoubted and particularly conspicuous in Tom Jones.  The earlier

novelists write novels in the spotty form; however, Fielding’s bouncy delineation of

characters and milieu makes Tom Jones the first true novel to present the real human

situation. Besides, Tom Jones is an essay to define and explain the novel as a

legitimate literary genre.  Fielding creates a believable background of a

miscellaneous and exuberant society, detailed descriptions of his characters’ actions

and reactions, and those plausible elements truly mirror the era.

Tom Jones makes novel genre the most accomplished position in the eighteenth-

century literature; besides a novel, it is also a comedy, an epic, and a romance. As a

comedy, it, of course, has a happy ending which is the union of Tom Jones and Sophia

Western. According to the traditional, the couple from different backgrounds, Tom

who is bastard and Sophia who is noble, cannot get married. However, Fielding is

strongly optimistic and confident about humanity, and his society generously offers

those who actively fight for life and achieve self-realization and happiness. As an

epic, Fielding provides the reader the genuine novelistic portrait of English life and

experiences of the circumstances. Tom Jones can be seen as the first novel to depict



the panorama of an age. When it comes to the genre of romance, Fielding writes his

hero as a playboy who has complicated relationships with ladies; on the other hand,

he is definitely a infatuated lover of Sophia Western.

This thesis consists of three chapters. Chapter one focuses on Henry Fielding’s

preeminent writing skills. Chapter two deals with the three genres of Tom Jones:

comedy, epic, and romance. The last chapter discusses how Henry Fielding, the

Realistic novelist, instills moralism in Tom Jones.

Keywords: eighteenth-century English novel, comic epic, romance, moralism, human

nature
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