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Abstract:

Following the civil Islamic resurgence movements in the 1970°s and the institutionalization of
Islamic principles during Mahathir’s administration(1981-2003), The disputes among various
groups of Malaysian Muslims have burst into a critical level, it also concurrent with the
emerging anxiety of non-Muslims in the country. Although Malaysia still consists of 39.6%
non-Muslim in 2000, The Islamisation policies has marginalized the position of non-Muslim
to certain degrees. The forming of Islamic government as well as the various forms of
reaction has begun a contentious debate throughout the years. How have the major political
figures, political parties, ruling and opposition elites and different social groups reacted to the
changing environments? What are the core values of the government Islamic perspectives and
policies? What is likely to be the consequence of these Islamised policies? These are the
principal questions that guide the analytical direction in this study.

By focus on the case of Malaysia since the rise of the Mahathir’s administration, This
study tend to adopt the theory of religious freedom and classical Islamic state’s theory in
analyzing the government Islamic policies. The study aim to analyze and evaluate the ruling
pattern of the government in a multi racial country as well as the effects of the Islamisation
policies. This study presume that local cultural norm, belief in nationalism, Islamic principles
and western political ideals are the main environmental factor that affect the formation of
Islamic institutions. By analyzing those elements, The study will focus on the practices of
various Islamic institutions and public activities. As such, the study try to examine the current
degree of religious freedom and evaluate the meaning of the Islamic state ideal advocated by
the ruling party.

This study concluded that the Islam religion has begun the core element of Malay national
identity and the foundation of Malay sovereignty during the British colonial period, while the



state sponsor Islamisation program during Mahathir’s administration have undermined the
principle of religious freedom to a further degree in various ways, meanwhile the secular
features of the constitutional framework were also being eroded. This situation is due to the
fact of the consecutive critical contest in between Muslim government and Islamic opposition
party. On the other hand, the government advocated Islamic state theory conceived in a very
much different interpretation from the classical Islamic state ideal. Malaysia has offer an
ethnocentric Islamic state due to the ongoing ethnic hegemony regime. The Islam religion has
became a political tool to legitimatize the ruling authority. As a result, the government also
utilize the Islamic discourse as an accuse of political oppression and social control. .
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