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[ Abstract]

Taipeli, the largest city in Taiwan, has an abundance of parks. The parks provide
a great outlet for the stressful day-to-day city life, and also serve ecological,
educational, aesthetical functions. Planting structures are known to be influential to
ecological functions, but their effect on aesthetics is less known. The purpose of this
report is to find out people’s preference and reception to various planting structures.

This study uses photos of 181 sample plots in 77 sample parks. The sample plots
were classified into 59 types, using tree type, number of tree species, tree arrangement,
tree density, shrubs type, presence of flower-beds, ground surface type and backdrop
type as classification variables. Integer variables unrelated to planting structures such
as landscape furniture were removed with visual-simulation techniques. Surveys using

these photos were given to people to-give 1-10 points:in aesthetic value. T-test -

one-way ANOVA were used to analyze the correlation between planting structure
indices and public aesthetic value.

Results suggest that ground-surface type, tree arrangement , shrub types and tree
density are the most important factors affecting preference values. Scenes with grass
surfaces, clustered tree arrangements, single trees or trees arranged in two or more
lines, and no shrubs were most preferred. Preference for shrubs varied for different
structures: in scenes with both tree and grass, shrubs were not preferred; but in scenes
with ground or paved surfaces. Shrubs improved preference values. Age, degree of
urbanization, and arts-related training affected preference towards planting structures:
surveys-old than 50 years old were less tolerant towards tree-less scenes, surveys who
grew up in rural areas preferred more maintained scenes, and surveys with arts-related
training were more acceding towards more natural forms of planting. Landscape
architects will have to lead the way in introducing more natural forms of planting to

the public.

Key word: satisfy public aesthetic value - vegetation composition
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