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ABSTRACT

The development of self-identity is an important stage for adolescents in junior
high school. Furthermore, the development of self-esteem is an important factor for
affecting the maturity and adaptation of an individual. Lack of positive development
in self-esteem can lead to negative self-identity and self-diffusion. Parents of
transnational marriage children have different ethnic culture background, therefore,
the development of ethnic identity and self-esteem is an important issue.
Consequently, the purposes of this research were to discuss the relationship and
difference between ethnic identity and self-esteem for transnational marriage children
of junior high school whose mother was from Southeast Asia, and to be a reference
for related education authorities and-personnel.

The investigation of this research-was’ conducted by “purposive sampling”
method. Considering the number of transnational marriage children was not equal in
each school, the research included:six schools with more student number and nine
schools with less student number. Then, the ‘survey was proceeded by census and the
valid sample was 527. The research instrument included background information
questionnaire, ethnic identity scale, and self-esteem scale. Data were analyzed by
frequency distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation, one sample t-test, paired
sample t-test, one way ANOVA, Scheffe’s method, Pearson’s product-moment
correlation, multiple regression, and linear regression analysis. The results of this
research were as follows.

1. The mean (2.76) of the ethnic scale was significant higher than the theoretical
midpoint which indicated the ethnic identity of the transnational marriage
children of junior high school in Ping-Tung County was fine. Furthermore, the

ethnic identity toward father’s ethnic group(3.08) and the ethnic identity toward



mother’s original nationality(2.69) were both significant higher than the
theoretical midpoint which indicated the ethnic identity of the transnational
marriage children of junior high school in Ping-Tung County toward father’s
ethnic group and mother’s original nationality were both fine. Nevertheless, the
ethnic identity toward father’s ethnic group was significant higher than the ethnic
identity toward mother’s original nationality.

The mean (3.47) of the self-esteem scale was significant higher than the
theoretical midpoint which indicated the self-esteem of the transnational
marriage children of junior high school in Ping-Tung County was acceptable.
“Gender” showed significant difference in “ethnic identity”. Female had better
ethnic identity. However, “grade”,—“family socio-economic status”, “mother’s
original nationality”, and ‘‘the-number of the transnational marriage children in
enrollment school” did not show significant difference in “ethnic identity.”

“The number of the transnational marriage ~children in enrollment school”
showed significant difference“in. “self-esteem.” Self-esteem would be better
when there were more number of transnational marriage children in the
enrollment school. However, “gender”, “grade”, “family socio-economic status”,
“mother’s original nationality”, and “the number of the transnational marriage
children in enrollment school” did not show significant difference in *“ethnic
identity.”

“Ethnic identity” showed moderate level of positive relevance with
“self-esteem.”

“Female” could explain 3.9% of ethnic identity. Female had better ethnic identity
comparing to male.

“Ethnic identity” could explain 18.6% of self-esteem. The higher the ethnic

identity, the better the self-esteem.
vi



8. “Male” and “ethnic identity” could explain 20.9% variance of self-esteem. Male
had higher self-esteem comparing to female. Self-esteem would be higher when

the ethnic identity was better.

According to the findings of this research, suggestion was made to
administrative organization of government. The administrative organization could edit
and develop-advertisement or publication of transnational marriage women’s original
nationality, and could develop multi-cultural activities. Each region could also
develop specific foreign country culture and create multi-cultural environment.
Suggestions were also made to school administration and teachers. School could
combine courses and teaching, design-multi-cultural education and activities, and
promote mother tongue culture activity after class. Teachers could improve peer
relationship by classroom management. Furthermore, school could increase the
number of student counseloriwho are.in.charge of transnational marriage children
affair, and could even invite transnational marriage parents to act as volunteer

counselor.

Key word: ethnic identity, self-esteem, transnational marriage children of junior

high school
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