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The Study on the Women™ s Images in the Modern Novels in Chinese and Korean

- Focusing on Lao She and Kim Tong-in

Abstract

Both China and Korea possess the Confucian tradition which i1s long and
profound. In the history, the two countries have developed a close relation which
deeply influenced each other during the past thousands of years. The Western
literature has gradually affected them in the modern times. Because of the impact
of capitalism, the idea of illuminism started to spread around and reached to the
peak in 1919 when the May Fourth Movement in China and March 1st Movement
in Korea broke out. The productions of the writers in this period represented the
history of the turn of the era and the various aspects of the society of the time.

In the beginning of the 20th century, both China and Korea were influenced by
the Western culture, and the women™$ coneept of the two countries started to
diverge from the tradition. The'new ideas and thoughts from the West not only
improved the social status of Chinese and Korean women but also initially queried
and challenged the old confucianism that women are inferior to men and should be
treated differently. Although these new ideas and thoughts had to take some time
to popularize and carry out, the.new wave has/swept over the society and
couldn’ t be resisted. Besides, with(the Western‘Culture, some great writers tried
to demonstrate the states and problems in the society through the descriptions of
women. The most representative writers are Kim Tong-in from Korea and Lao She
from China.

The Chinese and Korean academics have focused on Lao She, Kim Tong-in and
their works, respectively conducted some extensive and deep studies to certain
degrees and acquired a plenty of achievements so far. However, most of these
researchers aimed at the influences, which means they studied the effect of Lao
She and Kim Tong-in on the basis of their countries and backgrounds. By the
contrast, the researches which focused on the comparison of the two writers in the
different countries but the same time were so important, yet few people studied.
Therefore, I planned to conduct the parallel study of Kim Tong-in and Lao She
who were the male writers in the same time and have similar background, also
aimed at the women’ s images that both the two writers concerned about and were
presented through multiple views. Generally speaking, most women in the
modern novels had distinctive characteristics. There 1s no doubt that because these



female characters beautifully set in the stories, the works became more
outstanding. Taking it into consideration, I applied the method of comparative
literature, and combined the backgrounds and experience of the two writers to
study the women’ s images of their works on the basis of the previous researches.
Moreover, I tried to compare and analyze the results in order to discover the
essentials of feminine consciousness presented in the illumining novels in Chinese
and Korean, and direct the new way for the study on modern novels in Chinese and
Korean.

The study 18 mainly the primal comparative analysis of the society, history and
culture of the time when Lao She and Kim Tong-in produced their works. Based
on these analyses, I studied the descriptions of the female characters in their
novels and the similarities as well as dissimilarities between the women’ s images
that they created. Then I further analyzed the differences between the women’ s
images of the two writers, and revealed the reasons why these women were
different for the sake of the contribution to the development of the comparative
literature in Chinese and Korean.
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