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@Coon) Improvement of postharvest handling of
cut Eustoma flowers exported to Japan
in containers (4)
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In recent years, the Eustoma export industry has been expanded to a large
scale. In the early years, most Eustoma cut flowers were exported by air,
however, the high transport cost made the profit less than exporters
expected. Therefore, transport by sea using containers secemed to be a
good alternative. In order to improve the quality of cut Eustoma flowers
after long term storage, the postharvest handling procedure must be first
developed. The present study had studied the effects of various formula
of pretreatment and preservatives on the postharvest quality of
individual cultivars of cut Eustoma flowers . The main i1tems investigated
were namely, the percentage of opened florets, petal color intensities,
degrees of floral opening and bending of pedicels. The results indicated
that cut flowers pretreated with solutions of all 3 stages gave the most
satisfactory performance. The vase life, individual florets longevity,
floret color, floral expansion degrees and petal coloring all showed
significant improvement.
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