NSC91-2411-H-034-0009 -
91 08 01 92 07 31

92 11 1



Research on the Early Periods of Commercial Theater in Taiwan
----Focusing primarily on Taipei’s Taiwan New Stage, Bangka Opera T heater,

and Yung-le-tso, during the Japanese Occupation
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Tawan's commercial  theater
began during the beginning of the
Japanese Occupation. However, the
very first theater house specializing in
Chinese traditional theater was the
Tamshui Opera Theater, (later renamed
Taiwan New Stage in 1915), which was
erected in 1909. Later, following the
large influx of Mainland Chinese
theatrical companies that came to
Talwan for commercia purposes,

Taiwanese  theatrical companies
experienced a down period, and soon
there were new theater houses
springing up everywhere in order to
meet the demand. In addition, other
burgeoning opera forms, such as
Taiwanese opera, and tea gathering
operas, took Tawan by storm and
added to the financial woes of
Taiwanese commercial theater houses.

After the advent of moving pictures

(movies), the content of theater house
performances had no choice but to
change. Following the end of the war
between Japan and China, the Japanese
advocated a new form of theater and
aso a roya theater. Once again
commercial theater underwent another
significant transformation.

This phase in the history of
Taiwanese theater and theater houses is
seen as the most important, but
unfortunately the academic world has
not yet developed any kind of
systematic research on this topic.
This report will be based on the data
collected from Japanese Occupation
periodicals such as Taiwan Daily New
Newspaper, Tainan New Newspaper,
Feng-Yueh Newspaper, and Taiwan Art
New Newspaper, as well as related
research papers published during the
post-war era.  This research will focus
on the three most highly representative
and long-lasting theater companies in
operation during this period of time in

Taiwanese history, namely Taiwan New



Stage (Tamshui Opera Theater),
Bangka (Wanhua) Opera Theater, and
Yung-le-tso. Topics covered will
include:  background  information
regarding each theater’'s individua
establishment; an  analysis  of
performance content and business
management; the interaction between
the theater houses; each theater house’s
respective place in the history of
commercial theater in Tawan; the
cultural significance of performance
space; and the reconstruction of theater
history that has long been forgotten.
Also included are observations on the
development and transition of modern
Taiwanese theater, movies and other
forms of cultural entertainment.

Key Words: Japanese Occupation,
Commercial Theater, Taiwan New
Stage, Bangka Opera Theater,

Yung-le-tso

2001

2001



1909--1945

1909--1945

143 2004 9
1-5



1998

2002
2002

1954 86-92

48 4 49 1

1997
19909
2003
2002
1992
1994
/
1912 S
131 2001
169-202
1929
1984
1916
2000
2002
1996
108 2001 28-31
1961



1999

1997

2000

1967 3-10

2000

1995

2002

1993

1998

1997



