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Western scholars employed the term
“Computer-Assisted Reporting, CAR”

during the 1990s.

They aso accumulated a

lot of research findings. On the other hand,
the perception of CAR in Taiwanese
journalistsis limited in typing the news by
the computers. The academic field in
Taiwan also ignored thisissue.

The researcher of this project paid her
attentions to the field of CAR since 1998.
Following the researcher has conducted the
research about the survey of the journalists
using the Internet as information sourcesin
Taiwan in 1999, this research amsto
analyze the procedure of using the Internet
as newsgathering tool to compare the
differences between using the Internet as
newsgathering tool and the traditional
newsgathering method to generate the
successful principlesto write anews story
using the Internet as newsgathering tool .

This research employed the methods of
literature reviews and in-depth interviews.
This research interviewed 20 journalists who
were the heavy users of CAR.

Thefindings are that at the beginning of
forming reporting ideas, the journalists will
either go online search by purpose or shop
for theideas. Sometimes, they get the
news clues from e-mail, BBS, or Usenet
group, and then develop the cluesinto the
news stories. Thejournalists also use the
computer to manage their online search
results, interview outlines, charts, and news
photos. Besides that, they also use e-mail
to keep contacts with interviewees.
Though, the interviews still mostly count on
the face-to-face encounters.

Secondly, the differences between using
the Internet as newsgathering tool and the
traditional newsgathering method appear in
six aspects: 1 newstopics thetopics
become more diversify, more angles. 2 data
searching: CAR could widen the data range,
and accelerate the data searching speed. 3
communicate with the news sources: e-mail
become one of the communicating channels.

4 news verification: Internet become one
of the important verified channels. The



information from Internet require more
careful verifications. 5 newslayout: the
journalists use more charts and photos to
illustrate anews story. 6 communicate with
audience: the journalists gain more news
clues and feedback from the audience.

Finally, there are eight different
suggestions fot the successful principlesto
write a news story using the Internet
functions as newsgatheringtool 1 BBS:
one should understand who set up the BBS,
and quote the author, title, and the site
correctly. Do not forget to verify the
information. 2 Online database: one should
have a better search technique and search
with asense of orientation. Do evaluate
the credibility of the database. 3 Usenet
Group: one could be stimulated from the
different point of views and also find the
worthy quoting phrases. 4 CD-ROM: one
should learn what is out there and
understand who are the publishers of those
CD-ROMs. 5 Newspaper Developed
Database: one should create hisher own
databank after searching from newspaper
developed database. Do notice the
copyright of quoting those data. 6
Electronic-Public Records: one should
understand the structure of government
sectors, and also notice whether the dataiis
updated, and completed. One could also
learn the public opinions from electronic-
public database. 7 WWW: one should learn
a better searching technique and understand
the motivations of thewebsites. 8 E-mail:
one could find many news clues from e-mail.
The journalists also need to learn how to
manage the different e-mails and verify the
information from the mails.
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