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Abstract
The main purposes of this

experimental study are to investigate (1)
the kinds of writing tasks that may
enhance the development of critical
thinking skills; (2) the effects of critical
thinking skills on L2 paragraph writing;
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(3) the interrelationship between writing
tasks, critical thinking skills, and writing
proficiency in terms of written products.
Subjects were 34 sophomore English
majors enrolled in  my English
Composition |1 class. Research methods
adopted included: (1) three questionnaire
surveys to investigate  students
perceptions of task difficulty and the
effectiveness of writing tasks on critical
thinking; (2) three TOEFL writing tests
administered separately at the beginning
of the project, at the end of first semester,
and at the end of the second semester to
assess the student’s writing proficiency;
(3) students written products including
records of completed tasks (e.g., outlines,
peer-reviewers comments, and so on),
drafts and revised papers collected at
different stages of the writing instruction,
and students writing journals that
revealed students feelings toward the
current writing pedagogic tasks, (4)
achievement tests(midterm and final
exams); (5 written records of
teacher-student conferences.

Results indicated that writing tasks
varied in degree of difficulty. However,
when effective class activities were
adopted, student’s perceptions of task
difficulty changed. Most of the writing
tasks became easier after a semester or
longer treatment. 80% of students
agreed that writing tasks helped critical
thinking grow, and consequently, improve

their writing proficiency. In fact, the



development of critical thinking was
reflected by the scores of the TOEFL
writing tests.  Satistically significant
differences (p 0.001) were found
between the Pre-test scores and those of
the Second-test or of the Post-test. The
most significant improvement was made
in “organization”, followed by “content.”
Even “language” (grammar and lexical
choice) showed much improvement. In
conclusion, a task-based approach to
teaching paragraph writing in an EFL
composition class has been proven
effective in developing not only writing
proficiency, but also critical thinking.
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