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¥ 2 4F & : After theimplementation of
the national health insurance, the referral
system had been an important target of
the authority for a long time.
Appropriate use of referrals encourages
correct diagnosis and treatment for
patients. It can help to improve the
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quality of medical care and the
efficiency of the resources allocation.
All of these effects will be good for the
patient’s welfare.

This project has designed a two-stage
game to describe the strategies of the
patient, the hospitals with different scale.
The patient can choose one place to seek
medical advice from these different
hospitals when he is sick. The hospital
facing patients can decide to provide the
treatment for patients directly or transfer
patients to a bigger hospital. At the end
of this game, the return for the patient
and hospitals depend on the cure
efficiency and the cost structure of
hospitals, the copayment and payment
systems of the health insurance.

The researching results show that the
choice of the patient for hospitals is
correlated to the financial incentives and
the confidence for the medical quality
provided by different hospitals. That is
the reason why the referral system
should be implemented from the
copayment and payment systems at the
same time. Except the copayment
system providing the proper incentives
for patients, the payment system can
encourage the hospitals to cure or
transfer the patients after considering
their ability. This method will improve



the medical quality and strengthen the
confidence for the primary clinics.
These results are aso good for fulfilling
the referral system.
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