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The legal status of Jerusalem is regarded as one of the most contentious issues in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. According to Resolution 181 adopted by the UN General Assembly in
1947, The City of Jerusalem shall be established as a corpus separatum under a specia
international regime and shall be administered by the United Nations. As a result of the first
Mid-east War in 1948, Israel and Jordan took control of West and East Jerusalem respectively. In
September of the same year, Israel established its Supreme Court in West Jerusalem. On the 23™
of January 1950, Jerusalem was declared capital of Isragl. In the Six-Day War of 1967, it was
announced by Israel that East Jerusalem had been liberated and the city had been reunited. The
UN Security Council adopted Resolution 252 in 1968, considering that all legidative and

administrative measures and actions taken by Israel, which tended to change the legal status of
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Jerusalem, were invalid and could not change that status. The Security Council also called upon
Israel to rescind all such measures. In July 1980 the Knesset of Israel enacted the Basic Law of
Jerusalem, with a view to strengthening the status of Jerusalem in its domestic law. According to
the Declaration on Palestine adopted by the International Conference on the Question of Palestine,
which was convened in Geneva in August 1983, any legislative and administrative measures
tending to change the status of Jerusalem by Israel were refuted. The Palestine Council adopted
the Declaration of Independence in 1988, declaring the establishment of the State of Palestine
with Jerusalem as its capital. In order to expedite the peace process, President George W. Bush
formally announced the Roadmap to Mideast Peace on the 30™ of April 2003, under the auspices
of the United States, the European Union, Russia and the United Nations (the Quartet). Such a
peace plan should be implemented through three phases. Phase Il objectives include
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations aimed at a permanent status agreement. Such an agreement is
expected to provide a final, permanent status resolution on borders, Jerusalem, refugees and
settlements. The issue of the status of Jerusalem will be based on a negotiated resolution that
takes into account the political and religious concerns of both sides, and protects the religious
interests of Jews, Christians, and Muslims worldwide. This research project is an attempt to
scrutinize the origin and development of the issue from an international law viewpoint. It is also
proposed to assess the present legal status of Jerusalem and the possible options for resolving the
issue.
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Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, Jerusalem, Lega Status, Roadmap to Mideast Peace, Permanent
StatusAgreement, Disengagement Plan, International Court of Justice
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