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Enacted in 1953, the Law Regulating the Application of Law in Civil Cases
Involving Foreign Elementsis generally regarded as the most important source of
the private international law of the Republic of China. It islong overdue for this
legislation to be thoroughly reviewed and examined in both theoretical and practical
terms. Theinternational legisative trend towards modernizing private international
law & so demonstrates the urgent need to update that piece of |egislation. Responding
to the suggestions of amending the law, the Judicial Yuan established a Committee
for the survey and amendment of that legislation in 1999. In the meantime, a group
of scholars and experts were commissioned to initiate an amending draft text, which
has been submitted to the Committee for scrutiny. The draft text, though far from
conclusive, echoed its counterparts in certain leading countries.

Addressing the framework and guidelines of the amendment process and issues
contained in the draft text, the afore-mentioned Committee has convened on nearly
20 occasions up to date. Those Committee meetings have proved to be considerably
productive. Now the Committee is entering into a decisive phase. As one of the
Committee members, the writer is pleased to offer personal comments and a critical
analysis concerning the amendment of the law. It is hoped that this research project
may facilitate the amendment process and contribute to the future devel opment of
our private international law.
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