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Abstract

With the insistence upon sovereignty and
independence, the two political entities of
Taiwan Strait did not make much progress on
improving relations. Many politicians and
scholars, local or foreign, devote considerable
time and energy in an attempt to solve the
dilemma. To create a Federation of China or
Great Chinese Confederation is part of the efforts,
which tries to establish a platform to facilitate
dialogue between the two sides.

There are two levels of thinking involved in
these proposals. One is to utilize the implied
principle of equality and mutual respect in the
system of federalism to facilitate a dialogue. The
other is to take federalism as an idealistic
constitutional order for an unified China. The
two levels of thinking are independent of each
other, yet they are closely related, Careful
analysis  illustrates that most proposals for
federalism in China belongs to the first category.

If the introduction of federalism aims to
facilitate a dialogue, it seems easier to realize,
because the institution would only be used for its
superficial value. Nevertheless, it is a proposal
that Taiwan would feel difficult to accept.
Recognizing a Federation of China equals to
accept “one China,” though the former places
more emphasis on equal partner relationship. By
accepting this principle, Taiwan issue would



become a domestic conflict, no matter how loose
the federation is structured. When foreign
powers are not allowed to intervene a domestic
conflict under the present international law,
Taiwan would face an insecure situation. To
mainland China, the proposal is not welcomed
either. To endorse Taiwan as an independent and
equal partner, Beijing authority would have
problem to answer similar requests from other
minority groups on its territory. Furthermore, if
the two sides of Taiwan Strait have already
agreed that there is only one China, a Federation
of China would become unnecessary.

The success of federalism in some Western
countries is attributed to their common Christian
values and the development of civilization. It is
thus doubtful, that China and Taiwan, under the
influence of Confucianism, could accept
federalism without pain. Before changing the
inherent value system, the researcher feels
pessimistic that federalism could be realized in
Chinese society. Even the structure can be used
for instrumental purposes, it would still be
harmful for long term stability over Taiwan
Strait.

Keywords: federalism, confederation,
covenant theory,
constitutionalism, China
reunification, sovereignty
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