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Abstract

The future production potential of
profitable dairy herds will depend on the
replacement of heifers and the ability of
rearing hedthy calves. Thirty-six female
dairy caves were assigned in a completely
randomized block design with 2 x 3 factoria
arrangement of design. Factors were: (1)
physical form of starters : commercial mixed
grain caf dtarters or pellet starters; (2)
weaning time: 4, 6 or 8 weeks. Forteen
male dairy calves were sacrificed at d5 and
w8 to compare effects of weaning time and
phical form of starter on rumen development.
Calves that weaned at w4, w6 or w8 had no
difference on growth characteristics; however,
early weaning (weaned at w4 or w6) can have
greater profit return by saving milk
replacer. - Calves weaned at w4 or w6 had
lower levels of plasma BHBA than those
weaned at w8 (P< 0.05) - For the rumen
development, male calves weaned a w4 or
w6 had more rumen papilla and heavier
reticular-rumen. Calved weaned at w4 had
less diarrhea days than those weaned at w8

(P< 0.05) . Caves feed mixed grain
starters accompany with 6 week weaning
program can have promising rumrn
development and are economic profitable.
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