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Abstract

Homeplace identity refersto the place
characteristics shared and loved by local
residents in a place that makes them feel
comfortable and at home. For many
recruited overseas Chinese high-tech
professionals, looking for homeplace
identity has been an important part of their
life when adapting themselves to a new
environmental setting. However, few
previous studies explicitly explore the
relationship between environmental design
characteristics and the perceived image of
homeplace identity by recruited overseas
high-tech professionalsin Taiwan.

Using the recruited overseas high-tech
professionals working in HsinChu Science
Based Industrial Park (HSIP) as case studies,
this research attempts to explore the

(1)

following research questions: (1) How
important is homeplace identity to science
city planning and what is the meaning of
homeplace identity to recruited overseas
Chinese high-tech professionals? (2) What
are the key environmental design elements
associated with the image of homeplace
identity shared by recruited overseas high-
tech professionals? (3) How should we
devel op appropriate planning strategies and
action plans that help shape meaningful
homeplace identity as well asfacilitate the
integration of recruited overseas Chinese
professionalsinto local communities?

This research employs research
methods involving literature review,
interviews, and field survey. Through
literature review and our empirical
investigation of the experience of recruited
overseas high-tech professionalsin HsinChu
Science-based Industrial Park (HSIP), this
research attempts to provide an in-depth
investigation of the research questions
indicated above. Thisresearch also
suggests a set of planning strategiesin order
to create sustainable and livable science cities
with meaningful homeplace identity.

Keywor ds. homeplace identity, science city
planning, HsinChu Science-based Industrial
Park (HSIP), Chinese high-tech professionals,
environmental image
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