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The Feasibility of Balancing Urban-Rural Development via Restructuring
Agriculture into a Service-based Industry
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Abstract

This paper suggests that the traditional
thinking of agriculture-countryside and
industry-urban as the basis for development is
no longer appropriate to deal with the issues
of declining rural areas in Taiwan’s economic
and social context. To balance urban-rural
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development, it is essential to restructure
agriculture into a service-based industry so as
to provide professional, multi-purpose, and
consumer-oriented “general farming
services.” It is also necessary to set up a
decentralized compact city system in rural
areas so as to diversify their industrial base via
inducing systematically commercial-related
industries to rural areas on the one hand, and
to animate agricultural production via
increasing producer-consumer connection on
the other hand.  Unless policy makers
consider urban and rural as an integrated total,
rural areas would not have opportunities, and
Taiwan’s spatial development problems
would not be solved effectively in the future.
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