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A Comparative Study on Official Housing and National
Modernity in Colonial and Nationalist Taiwan

Yi-Chih Huang

Abstract

National modernity is constructed by the state, which projects an imaginative
modernity for the society contemporarily in order to maintain its authority and
legitimacy. The construction of official housing, organized by the state, is a housing
type which aims to provide governmental officials a suitable and livable dwelling
environment. Unlike general traditional civil housing, built under the custom or the
craftsmanship of the region; nor like housing products of modern real estate,

developed by property developers under the logic of capitalist market, the formation

of official housing mainly supplies the needs of the state’s administrative management.

Therefore it reflects the state’s imagination on an ideal housing type and environment,
and projects a “modern” image which the state constructs for itself. In 1895 Taiwan
was ceded to Japan, the Japanese colonial government started to construct different
levels of official housing for stationed Japanese officials in order to maintain its rule.
Similar situation also appeared again when the Chinese Nationalist Government took
over Taiwan as the result of World War Two, the Nationalist government built
Chung-Hsin New Village in Nan-tou for its stationed officials. Through the
comparative analysis of two different official housing types made by Japanese
colonial authority and the Chinese Nationalist giovernment, this paper explores

different national imaginations and constructions on dwelling modernity.

Keywords: official housing, national modernity, dwelling modernity, Japanese
colonial discourse, Chung-Hsin New Village
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