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DRBRAUME

From Recovery to Rebirth: Strategies on Revitalizing
Seattle’s Urban Industrial Heritage in the Post-Industrial Age

,Kuang-Ting Huang

Abstract

Since the British Archaeology Council held the first National Conference on
Industrial Archaeology in 1959, not only the value of urban industrial heritage has
been increasingly recognized, but, more importantly, successful examples of its
revitalization can be now found almost worldwide. The main purpose of this paper is
to examine the driving force behind, and, through a number of case studies from
Seattle, three interrelated types of meaning are discussed in detail: 1. Ecological
Recovery: Most urban industrial heritage is the so-called brownfield. Its revitalization
is therefore essential to the sustainable development of the city as a whole. 2. Identity
Construction: The development of modern cities since the mid-nineteen century has
been primarily driven by industrialization. The revitalization of urban industrial
heritage is necessarily central to the construction of city identity. 3. Spatial
Reorganization: With the gradual expansion of city boundaries, urban industrial
heritage usually occupies a prime location close to downtown. Consequently, its
revitalization not only has strong links to the reorganization of urban space but is vital
to the future renewal of the city.
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