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Abstracts

Sound can reveal deeply felt emotions at a cultural level. The
purpose of this paper is to investigate the characteristic emotions and
aesthetics of the Taiwanese Buddhists through the study of ritual song’s
practice with respect to the voice sound, the singers’ subjective
descriptions, Buddhist canon texts related to the musical practice. All
informants interviewed mentioned that the sound of ritual songsis like
crying and leads to the strong emotion of sorrow. The Buddhist emotion
of sorrow exists in and starts from the chest. It is connected with
compassion and prevalent in all categories of Buddhist culture. While
sorrow in considered a negative emotion by many societies, it has
entered the realm of aesthetics in Buddhist culture. It may be proposed
that the emotions and aesthetics of sorrow are contained in the most of
aspects of Buddhist culture.
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