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Europesn unions have long been adept at the one-day sirike.  But industrial
actions are mulliplying with unusual rapidity scross Evrope this spring.  And
disgruniled workers are after more than just better pay and benefits.  The labor
unions are mobilizing 1o derail governments’ attempts to trim the welfare state in
Europe's core countries.

For unions, this is a crucial test of their power.  Rising unemployment and
prowing budgets are forcing European governments to make changes (hat will
ultimately help the economy but cause shori-term pain. Uniens also feel under siege
by the European Union as il presses for deregulation and competition. Uniens, which
have seen membership decline for vears, are determined to defend their
prh‘ilagesﬂwhilu porttaying themselves as the common man against runaway
capitalism.
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