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Battle between East And West In the End of North

Dynasty (531 -577 A.D) - from Seperaton to Unification

Summary

In the separation of Wet, Jin and the South & North Dynasties which lasted 400 years,
however, it had a short unification during Western Jin Dynasty. With the unstable political
status in the end of Northern Wei lasted for decades after the riot of Six Frontier Towns,
the Later Three Period, established by Eastem Wei, Northern Qi, Western Wer and
Northem Zhou, began in the third year of Yongxi year of Xiao Wu D1, and lasted for
almost half century. Wars played an important role when the Northern Dynasties went
through separation to unification, chaos to peace. The elderly said ~ “Important matter of
the country, is offering sacrifice and rong.” The word “rong” in Chinese means
battle. The history of human civilizing progress 1s like a war history, and war 1s extremely
complex and violent. The Art of War mentioned "It is a matter of life and death, a road
either to safety or to muin. Hence it4s a subject-of inquiry which can on no account be
neglected.” It had the same idéa ~“war may overlap with the political philosophy” that
Karl von Clausewitz brought up. Politics-has magnificent relationship with prosperity and
decline of a nation and its people. > “Take ancient as the mirror, may know the prosperity
and decline,” that' s why we military directors should know history better.

As we know, the emperor of Northern, Zhou' s ambition of ruling the world was
accomplished by Emperor Wen of Sui; the Li" s of Tang dynasty stroke Turks. No matter
what, both of these two dynasties stemming from Eastem Wei, Northern Q1, Westem Wel
and Northem Zhou; inheriting The Five Barbarians and the Sixteen Kingdoms built by Hu.
That was a usumping, and powerful authorities’ time. Of course, every ruler eager to
build a stable and peace country for good, then conquer the north to unify China when each
dynasty was built up. However, many of them failed, because of they didn” t understand
the political environment for sure. Gao Huan forged an alliance with notable families,
using spies to disunite his enemies in the war of Guang'a and Han Ling. He held the best
corps commanded by Erzhu to seize the policy of Northern Wei. Military which stemming
from the rumps of Erzhu controlling the government started wars to contest for the political
power of Northern Dynasty, and evolved the shape of lobbyism in military affaires.

Eastern Wei mherited the power of Erzhu, its strength was distinctive then
opponents, and on the initiative position. Gao Huan didn” tdare to invade the western side
due to Western Wei was weak in political status, but had firm basic at Guanzhong, waited
for a chance to have a sudden attack at Xian Guan and Shawan to gain the triumph. Eastern
Wei learned a lesson, in war of He Qiao, Hou Jing planned and proceeded strategy steadily,
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made Westem Wei gained the triumph first, but be defeated at last. In the war of He Qiao,
Wang Sizheng defended Yubi, and performed himself well, at the same time; Gao Huan
underestimated the enemy without doing full preparation caused his troops being trapped
in the town. At the same period, Xinghe revolution was held in Western Wel. In the war of
Mang Hill, Western Wei was defeated totally and never attacked eastem side, it also
revealed that Yuwen Tai lacking the experience of commandmg troops. After all of these, a
full screen revolution in military and politic was held, notable families of Guanzhong
stepped 1n political power, then formed Fubing system. For breaking the deadlock of east
and west, Eastern Wei raided on Yubi agam. Due to the firm defense of Wei Xiaokuan, he
made Guo Huan’ s troop retreat, and formed Fen River as separation of south and north.
Although Western Wei gained the most of triumphs by its well geographical superiority
and strategies in offense and defense, it couldn’ t weep out the truth that the east was
much more powerful then the west. Guo Huan and Yuwen Tai came of the army of
Beizhen, are both good at commanding, arranging battle array, and using strategies, could
be called heroic duo.

The riot of Hou Jing broke the even situation of the Later Three Period. Gao Cheng
could stress on issues, he defeated the army of Xiao.Yuanming, expelled Hou Jing, then
envelopment to strike Wang Sizhéng” s troop; his-achievement in military was obviously.
Though the war at Changshe was very. important battle, it was a period of crisis that the
riot of Hou Jing led before. The capturing of“Wang Sizheng was a sample that showed
Yuwen Tai had got r1id of the restriction/in using talent, and eliminating counterforce. Guo
Yang followed his brother - Guo Cheng™s path,_ at the mean time, Yuwen Tai went out
the shadow of failing at Mang Hill, sent-out the treops to start a war. However, they just
wanted to get what they want. Northern Qi put effort on attacking the southem side, when
the troops arrived at north of the River, they planned to move to JiankangSadly, Guo Yang
had no ability to ruling a country; he made the country stocked in the war fire within south
and north. In the unstable status of the south of the River in decades, with the geographical
advantage to take Jiangling, Western Wei moved before full planning to form a balance
situation of east and west.

After the Norther Zhou was built, Yuwen Hu followed the invading plan of Yuwen
Tai, the situation of political situation was going better, and form a alliance with Turks to
attck Chi. When the ammy failed at Jinyang, Zhou realized that Turks took advantage as a
priority, so started to plan to destroy Qi independently. Political revolution of Heqing was
promoted 1n Northem Q1, and it maintamed a good relationship with Chen Dynasty, on the
other hand, took offending position of diplomatic policy. While Zhou attacked Loyang,
Northem Zhou defeated due to Yuwen Hu' s missing in defending strategy.

Emperor Wu of Northern Zhou hold the reins of government, faced many abuses of
nation, he reconsidered rallying the ammy force, and developing reformation i financial

ix


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jiankang

and political. Furthermore, he announced to release slaves and rouseabout, banned
Buddism and Taoism to ask them return to civil to increase the number of household. On
the other hand, in the strategy of diplomacy, he moved the troops to Luoyang to attack Q1
with Chen, meanwhile Wu Mingche’ s expedition moved to the north, expected to take
the north of the Yangtze River, and saw the region of Huan River as the next target;
however, the troops stuck at Jinyang and Heyang area, Yuwen Yong was jumpy about the
military situation, caused his chronic illness relapsed, then decided to draw off at the end.
Although Zhou got the advantage of the war field, it didn’ t have proper strategy to beat
the opponent, then made a new plan to attack Q1 from the northeast of the river. Next year,
Zhou sent troops to take Pingyang, forced Q1 to fight back, however the war at Jinyang
demonstrated the decreasing force of Northern Q1. At least half time during Emperor Wen
and Wu of North Zhou, their power had been restricted due to many factors; when the time
was right, the emperor used his ruling power, and totally out of control.

By discussing the relation between Northern and Western Wei, Northem Qi and Zhou,
it shows that Yubi and Luoyang was a chosen war field most of time, which represented
the geographical importance of Yellow River, Hedong and Heyang in military. In that
stressful period, Guanlong and Bing - was notionly magnificent in geographical position, but
also represented the united spirit -of people when-faced enemies. Based on previous
calculation, using geographical advantage, associating of 'Hu and Han, ruling with critical
law, and accepting military education by citizen, above all, that’ s why Western Wei and
Northem Zhou got the final triumph.



