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In this paper, a model is provided to explain how electoral competition affects media bias under
the motivation to influence the election outcome. The prediction of the model is that there will
be more media bias when the election is more competitive. While the election is more
competitive, information from the media is more important for voters when making voting
decisions. However, we find that it is even more difficult to get unbiased information when the
election is more competitive. This study provides credible support for the general worries about
media bias. If the media bias is motivated by a desire to affect election outcome, undecided
voters may get biased and thus inaccurate information. If consumer welfare is related to the
believability of newspaper, consumer welfare is weakened when the election is more competitive.

Key words: media, bias, election
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