Abstract

In Brighton Rock and A Clockwork Orange, what is obviously in common is

the question of juvenile delinquency of the two protagonists, Pinkie and Alex; what
comes after is the question of the loss of the society’s order and people’s identities.

In psychoanalytic views we can find that the environmental effect has its function on
people, and the society may be one of the factors. The situation on society may
possibly have a great influence on their abnormal and anti-social psychology and
behaviors. Also, when we adopt Freud’s theories of psychoanalysis, the conflicts
between id, ego, and super-ego and the influence of the Oedipus complex are brought
out, and they help us realize the patterns of Pinkie’s and Alex’s mental world.

Furthermore, home is the other factor of the environmental effect. Itisin
great possibility that delinquency and neuroses all lie in the home, which will be
discussed in both the culture study and the psychology approach. The external
frustration of family backgrounds and breakdowns of people will lead to their internal
frustration of the libido, in which the Oedipus complex also participates. That is the
cause of neurotic symptoms, which are greatly connected to delinquency and the
attitude toward sex. In this process Pinkie and Alex have lost the order of their life
and their own identities.

Finally, the discussion of the conflict between the ego and the super-ego is
significant. In the development of human civilization, religion has played an
important role of maintain the social order by the conscience and the sense of guilt,
which join the super-ego and has a strict censorship on the ego.  Obviously, the
differences between Pinkie and Alex are whether they are influenced by traditional
religion and have a strong ego or not, which originates in the home. Thus family
education should be responsible for helping the development of a strong ego, which is

the way to reconstruct order and identity.
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